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1, h description was obbained of the lauwnching tower on thc nortimrestern
corner of the sirfield of the lotcow [hinki Plants. 44 fuel laboratery,
100 x 25 eters, was located on the west side of i large workshop Yo L6
and an oxypren plant was said 1o be located near the launching tover. (1)
2, Of the aircraft obscrved at the mirfielc, one source ncticed only con-
venbional fiphters which took off with Rato units fitled under the wings.
another source observed four-engine aireraft with & parasite plane or o
cuided missile suspendad from one wing. asts witi. these aircerafi were
performed exclusively in poed weather, The plane carried onc parasite
only, T©'Ws wondere: how the plene kept its balance. The wings ol the
parked four-engine aircrait were higher than a wan's hesd. Hooks were
not noticed, At an albtituce of 2bout 1,000 nmeters the parssite was
released, It .was very fast and flow straight akcad with & whiszing noise.
j ¥lirht raneuvels, slimbing. and landing of tlle rarssite werc never seon.
24 X? sane test vos onece observed with another type fouvr-engpire airoraft,
! four or five of which wers rar.ed at thw ‘out.hcrn border of the airfield,
! Five or aix parasiies were varked on the scuthern side o ihe airfield.
3\; Q - was definitely determinced thai they had an opehify in Uhe nosse indicat-
! : & | inm o turbojet enpine iastevd of = propeller. One scurce recellec the
! v parasite wing confifuration as being extrerccly swept baclk with no dihedrsl,
' @ ‘but he did nol remenber whether this plane was a high, low, or shoulder-
{D = oo | wiy type. The wing tins wer: rounded. The landing gesr wes ot remembered.
Do = @ | The «ﬂem, slass cocio-il was for one pilot. The siue ane shape of the. cocke
i E ‘{«'.‘ e 3.._: »nit covlid not bLe r- 7::311 . ;jut azcording to the aircerat dirmensions it was
= T@Ba | 08 qumed that thic »ilot ‘..as;*:n‘sz nrone pom‘f;mn.‘ »"m;*tr‘nexm ar:d other ﬁcic--
= iz ;;_amm: a,a.L.-Ls ws:&e.not obsarved, sAnother four—en{jlne'a,ucra{t type cbserved wos
Ty lEe aipped with o dooster rochkets under thie wings. Tofore t‘e talre»pfi‘
g }3 W 0| ons 11}']3."4 was fitled under each wing. These units, about 2.0 metors lons
z@ 8 gey [ oo avout €0 om in disnetor were nointed recd., The sirerait staried vith
& e DE_‘: =k all four engines anw uzter o run of aboui 300 meters & loud noise indicab-
ed tha' the boostor rédciets wore pat into operation. After ¢ jeb of flanc
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paractuted, Such take-dffs wers perforned enly in pood weather. o

accidents were ever seefly & four-engine aiveraft with a device simiiar

to a turbojet fitted above tho ﬁsalaye wag algo observed. Lo smcke
trail was seon whon this airerati took olf. (2) :

The assembly of V-l and V-2 missiles was observed in the large workshop
of Plant e 56, Towever, they were cisassembled and packed in crates
for shipment. Cylinders, £ meters long and 2 to 2.5 neters in diameter,

wore stocked there. {3)

" One source personally observed experiments with V-2 "launching sgents”

conducted at the launching tower of the airfield. Vs, who allepedly had
gecn, such towers at Qorman V-2 launching sites, confirmed the fact that
the experiments concerned V-2 rdssiles, A Cerman engincer stated that
experiments with power units wore started during the spring of 1948, The
German chief ongineer told this source that all German engineers at
Zavod Yo L56; sonc of whon cmme from Jena, were V-2 and take-off-asgist
unit specialists. “ince each of these experts had specialiszed only on
cortain parts of the uissites, it was anticipated that their conbined
regearch would unlock the scerets of the V-2, Source was certain that
this project at .avod LhU6 was not finished as of Lavch 1900, (1)

The test launchings wore observed one to three times daily between Junc
1948 amd March 1949, About on: bour before the launchings bepan, two
special trucks would arrive up to the north side of the towor, an area
wialch could not be observed. These trucks were similar in shepe Lo the
special ralilroad cars used for liquid owygen bubt were only hall as larpe.
t was assumed that they were roilroal cars which had bean convarted for
road traffic, It was assumcd that liquid oxyren was drawn fron these trucks
because the blue painted pipes, leading from the cylinders at ihe south -
side of the tower into the interior, tecsme frosted, and because the
special railrozd cars scen near the plant carvied the black inscription
"Ihidki Kislorod® (liquid oxymen). (5} About 20 minutes after the arrival
of the first two trucks, anothor truck would drive up to the south ride of
the tower. An object shaped like the cork of a champagne bottle was once
noticed through the canvas cover of the druck. It was about as tall
as a nan bub more slender. Uhure this object was transported was not
known but,according to Is, it was a fuse unit. {6} 2bout 30 minules
later a bell would ring and all personnel in the fencedwin vicinity of the
tower had to take shelter. Civilians went into the bunker, and ™ at ihe
construction site would lie prone. After a second or third ring of the
bell two detonaticns were heard et very shert intervals. The first
detonation oroduced a deep noise, the second was similar to that of a
"Katyusha", a Soviét rocket launcher, but the howling lasted about 30 seconds
and was nuch louder. GSimultaneously a 100 ieter long trail of fire was
observed north of' the tower, As a result of thc heat rencrated by the
launching operationy, the air vibrated, but smoke was not cbserved.
QOceasionally, only the first detonation could be heard., In such cases
the experirents were repeaied some hours later. Although the first
detonations were always equal in length, sound and strength, subseguent
dotonations would very in length and fire intensity. Lverybody left the
shelters afier the second detonation. The ¥VWs were always frightened
during these oxperiments,which were known to be performed ir a poor and
unsafe manner,

It was learncd from a Gorpan enyineer that oll "mixturesY of liquid
oxygen and methyl aleohel were produced in the tower. The puided missiles
were never seen and no -etaile could be given on uny apparatus or instal-
letions in the tower. It was assured thai the lounchings were prepared
in the cage~iike top sectiozn of the tower. The purpose of the two con-
tainers in this section could not be cetermined. Uource only renerbered
their shape and statcd that they obviously had = tin foil coating. A
Cerman engineer saic that experiments on fuel compounds wore also ner-
forred in the cage.
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7. Another source observed ihe launching tesls bebween Scplember 10H0
ard Larch 19L9, Azcording tc this source, at about 10:20 Palle €YQTY
night, two to four light phencnena were seen and polses were heerd ot
a distani point behind the llerk railroad station, nesr Vinorravads
{55%5+11/33°359L), in the direction of Loccow. The light, which
lasted 30 to (0 seconds, begen with o fairt red color lasting abou’
five seconds, and then became a bright white flare. As the loud
roaving and Lissing neise was hewrd pmany seconds after the light
was first observed, the distonce from the lauwnching site was estivated
to be about 10 lm. Other sources belicved the launching site was
aboul 500 meters north of the Nark rallroac station. (7

8. One source estiratec the labor force of plant Mo LI6 at 3003 anothor source
estinated LOO to 500 workers per shift; a third source reported 2,000
lshorers working one shift in the plent znd 20 men working three shifts
al the test stand. ALl sources confirmed the previously reported euploy-
ment of Cerman engireers at Plant No L56. Une source, whe became o
friend of bngineer Haasa {fin), learned that 20 Cerman enginecrs worked
on the reconstruction of V-2 type missiles. After the corpletion of this
project in nid~1949, three engineers were trausfecred to an island 5O tom
southwest of leningrad. The remaining engincers feareé that they too would
be transferred. A letter from iir Hasse to this source indicsated bLhat
he was still in Khimld in Pebruary 1950. (3)

25X1A | boxmxents-, !
(1) For sketches of the launching towers see panoxes 1 » € and 3. For layout of
Flant To 156 see Annex L. The oxyren plant is reported for the third tiwve.
o IL is upusual that sueh an.dnstallation shoutc have
veen construcied near the launchins tower and that oxygaen should still hove
been supplied to Flant He 56 in special railrcad tank cars,

{2) For sketches of the #ircreft cbserved at this field, see bmexes § and 6
The cpening in the nose of th: parssite yplane doos not necessarily indicshe
a turboje?t unit, but night be providad for armonent or rocket units, It
is possible thatl the parssiie was soquipped with a rocket power plant and
nay have landed in & glide without any noise which would sccount for
the fact that landings were not cbserved. o definite conflusions em: be
dravn concorning the type of fnel used with the beoster rockels . Ib
is sssumed thal the observed take-of7-assist uhlts were ceveloped from
the "mlter unit, which had a vapour %rail wather than a fire trail,
lowever, since these observations were mace by inexperienced sc.rces, bHhc
word "smoke trail®, which has beer rentionad in previous roports, should
be treated with reserve,

{3) According to 21l reports received to date, the only complete Vel and V-2

migsiles observed at the plant were German models which srvived ic 1941,
Oniy power units for the V-2 were produced sad tested at the plant. .

Ihe repeatedly reported produciion of V-l missiles is doubbed s Identilying
sketches were not obtained. The allcged V-1 wissile is as=umed 1o be a
parasite fighter aircraft of sbonverted V- design, which was being tostéd
at the Knimki airfield.

() The statewents of the Gerpan enginscr apparsntly were partly misunder-
stood. It is believed that various experts cocpersted in the Ve cevelop~
ment. Dowsver, the present report irdicates that Sovied research did not
tend toward an identical reproduction of the Cermen V-2 but rather tovard
improvements, especlally inm the field of fuel snd utilizetion,

) For sketeches of these special railrosd cars, see Annex 7.

) This is the V=2 propulsicn unit. -

) First indications of ihe ewistence ot a Ve-w23pon test piant in Lhiuwa
were observed near Vinegravado. ‘The present report deviates from
previous reperite in sone details much as tire observed, weriod of noiss
Tirht, ete; but confirus ite sssuned aclivities at the plant.
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Ur. Putze; chief of the group of depcrtec Ccorman scientists, was released
with his group to the Soviet Zome of Germany in October 1950, ‘

7 Annexess Sketches on ditto.
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